
Reading List: Major Field Early Modern Europe (1400-1750) 
 

Texts with * means I have a personal copy 
 
General Texts 
Benedict, Philip, and Myron Gutmann, eds. Early Modern Europe: From Crisis to 
Stability. 
*Collins James, and Karen Taylor, eds. Early Modern Europe: Issues and Interpretations 
*Devries, Jan. European Urbanization. 
*_______. The Economy of Europe in an Age of Crisis. 
 
Elliott, J.H. Empires of the Atlantic World. 
*Elliott, J.H..  Imperial Spain. 
*Friedrichs, Christopher. The Early Modern City. 
*Hughes, Michael.  Early Modern Germany, 1477-1803. 
Klein, Herbert S..  The Atlantic Slave Trade. 
*Wiesner-Hanks, Merry. Early Modern Europe, 1450-1789 
 
Political History 
*Beik, William. Absolutism and Society in Seventeenth Century France  
Bercé, Yves-Marie. History of Peasant Revolts: The Social Origin of Rebellion in Early 
Modern France 
*Collins, James. The State in Early Modern France. 
Hanley, Sarah.  “Engendering the State: Family Formation and State-building in early 
modern France.” French Historical Studies 16:1, 1989 
Jones, Philip.  The Italian City-State from Commune to Signoria. 
Smith, Jay.  The Culture of Merit: Nobility, Royal Service, and the Making of Absolute 
Monarchy in France, 1600-1789. 
Zmora, Hilary. Monarchy, Aristocracy and the State in Europe, 1300-1800. 
 
Social and Cultural History 
Anderson, Michael.  Approaches to the History of the Western Family. 2nd ed. 
*Arditi, Jorge.  A Genealogy of Manners: Transformations of Social Relations in France 
and England from the 14th to the 18th century. 
Ariès, Philippe, and Georges Duby, eds. A History of Private Life, vol. 3 and 4. (skim) 
*Chartier, Roger.  The Cultural Uses of Print in Early Modern France. 
*Darnton, Robert. The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural 
History. 
Davis, Natalie, and Arlette Farge.  History of Women, vol. 3 
*Davis, Natalie Z.  Society and Culture in Early Modern France. 
*Dewald, Jonathan.  The European Nobility, 1400-1800. 
*Farr, James R.  A Tale of Two Murders: Passion and Power in Seventeenth-Century 
France. 
*Farr, James.  Artisans in Europe, 1300-1914. 
*Farge, Arlette.  La Vie Fragile. 
*Ginzburg, Carlo.  The Cheese and the Worms.  



Hoffman, Philip. Growth in a Traditional Society: The French Countryside, 1450-1815.  
*Jutte, Robert. Poverty and Deviance in Early Modern Europe. 
Lindeman, Mary. Medicine and Society in Early Modern Europe. 
*Levack, Brian.  The Witch Hunt in Early Modern Europe. 
*Muchembled, Robert.  Société et mentalités dans la France moderne (XVIe-XVIIIe 
siècle) 
*Muir, E..  Ritual in Early Modern Europe 
Poska, Allysson.  Women and Authority in Early Modern Spain. 
Roper, Lyndal. Oedipus and the Devil 
*Sabean, David. Power in the Blood. 
Sarti, Raffaela.  Europe at Home 
Wiesner-Hanks, Merry.  Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe. 
 
Lemarchand, Guy. “Paysanneries, appropriation de la terre et formation du capitalisme en 
France et en Angleterre XVIe-XVIIIe siècles: Elements d’une comparaison,”Cahiers 
d'Histoire: Revue d'Histoire Critique 1999 (74): 9-32. 
Scott, James C. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance Yale, 
1985. 
Scott, Tom ed., The Peasantries of Europe from the Fourteenth to the Eighteenth 
Centuries. London, 1998. (See esp. Dewald, Jonathan, and Liana Vardi, “The Peasantries 
of France, 1400-1800”) 
 
Religion 
*Bossy, John.  Christianity in the West  
Diefendorf, Barbara. From Penitence to Charity. 
*Greengrass, Mark.  The French Reformation. 
*Holt, Mack P. The French Wars of Religion. 
Hsia, R. Po-chi. Re-formation and Expansion, 1500-1660. 
*Hsia, R. Po-chi. The World of Catholic Renewal. 
*Scribner, R.W.. The German Reformation. 
*Wallace, Peter. The Long European Reformation 
*Watt, Jeffrey, ed. The Long Reformation. 2005 
 
Intellectual History 
*Bouwsma, William. The Waning of the Renaissance, 1550-1640. 
*Goodman, Dena, and Kathleen Wellman, eds. The Enlightenment. 2004 
Goodman, Dena. Republic of Letters: A Cultural History of the French Enlightenment. 
*Greenblatt, Stephen.  Renaissance Self-Fashioning. 
*Jacob, Margaret.  The Cultural Meaning of the Scientific Revolution. 
Lougee, Carolyn.  Le Paradis des femmes. Women, Salons, and Social Stratification in 
Seventeenth-century France. 
*Outram, Dorinda.  The Enlightenment. 
*Naurert, Charles. Humanism and the Culture of Renaissance Europe. 
*Sarasohn, Lisa, ed. The Scientific Revolution. 2006 
*Shapin, Steven.  The Scientific Revolution. 
Schiffman, Zachary, ed.  Humanism and the Renaissance. 2002 


