
The reading list for Asian history 
Focus on women, Korea, and Japan 
 
General 
Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities. Verso: New York, 2003. 
 
Ballantyne, Tony, and Antoinette M. Burton. Bodies in Contact Rethinking Colonial Encounters in World 

History. Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2005. 
 
Hobsbawm , Eric, and Terence Ranger. The Invention of Tradition. University Press: Cambridge, 2003. 
 
Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. Feminism without Borders: Decolonizing Theory, Practicing Solidarity. 

Durham: Duke University Press, 2003. 
 
Pratt, Mary Louise. Imperial Eyes Travel Writing and Transculturation. Routledge: London, 1992. 
 
Said, Edward W. Orientalism. New York: Vintage Books, 1994. 
 
Tani Barlow. The Question of Women in Chinese Feminism. Duke University Press,  

2004. 
 
 
Korean-Books 
Chong, Sehwa, ed. Challenges for Women: Women�s Studies in Korea. Seoul: Ewha Women�s University 

Press, 1986. 
 
Duus, Peter. The Abacus and the Sword: the Japanese Penetration of Korea, 1895-1910. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 1995. 
 
Eckert, Cart J. Offspring of Empire: The Koch�chang Kims and the Colonial Origins of Korean Capitalism, 

1876-1945. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1991 
 
Hatada, Takashi. A History of Korea. Translated by Warren W. Smith, Jr. and Benjamin H. Hazard. 

California : Clio, 1969. 
 
Hyun, Theresa. Writing Women in Korea: Translation and Feminism in the Colonial Period. Honolulu: 

University of Hawaii Press, 2004. 
 
Kang, Hildi. Under the Black Umbrella: Voices from Colonial Korea, 1910-1945. Ithaca: Cornell University 



Press, 2001. 
 
Kim, C. I. Eugene, ed. A Pattern of Political Development: Korea. Michigan: The Korea Research and 

Publication Inc., 1965. 
 
Kim, Jackie J. Hidden Treasures: Lives of First-generation Korean Women in Japan. Lanham, MD : 

Rowman & Littlefield, 2005. 
 
Kim, Kyung Hyun. The Remasculinization of Korean Cinema. Asia-Pacific. Durham: Duke University Press, 

2004. 
 
Lee Kibaik. A New History of Korea, translated by Edward W. Wagner and Edward J. Shultz. Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 1984. 
 
Lone, Stewart, and Gavan Mc Cormack. Korea Since 1850. New York: St. Martin�s Press, 1993. 
 
Louise Yim, My Forty Year Fight For Korea, 2d ed. Seoul: Chungang University, 1959 
 
Moon, Katharine H. S. Sex Among Allies Military Prostitution in U.S.-Korea Relations. New York: Columbia 

University Press, 1997. 
 
Robinson, Michael Edson. Cultural Nationalism in Colonial Korea. 1920-1925. Seattle: University of 

Washington Press, 1994. 
 
Yoo, Theodore Jun. The Politics of Gender in Colonial Korea: Education, Labor, and Health, 1910-1945. 

Asia Pacific modern, 3. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008. 
 
 
Korea-Articles 
 
Bayliss, Jeffery P. �Minority Success, Assimilation, and Identity in Prewar Japan: Pak Chungum and the 

Korean Middle Class.� Journal of Japanese Studies 34 (2008): 33-68. 
 
Cheung, Sehyun. �The New Cultural Movement for Korean Women: Women�s Studies in the Early 1920s.� 

In The Research Institute of Asian Women, ed. Korean Women and Culture. Seoul: The 
Research Institute of Asian women, 1998: 97-119. 

 
Cho, Kyungwon. �A Critical Examination of the Confucian View of Women�s Education.� Korean Social 

Science Journal 16 (1990): 94-104. 
 



------------. �An Examination of the Confucian View of Women�s Education in Korea.� East West Education 
11 (Spring 1990): 67-75. 

 
Choi, Kyunghee. �Neither Colonial nor National: The Making of the New Women in Pak Wanso�s �Mother�s 

Stake 1�.� In Shin, Giwook, and Michael Robinson, ed., Colonial Modernity in Korea,221-247. 
Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1999. 

 
Devine, Richard. �Japanese Rule in Korea after the March First Uprising. Governor General Hasegawa�s 

Recommendations.� Monumenta Nipponica Vol. 52 Sophia University, Winter 1997. 523-540. 
 
Han, Jeongshin. �Confucian Culture and Women�s Education in Korea.� Asian Women 2 (Spring 1996): 

105-115. 
 
Jager, Sheila Miyoshi. �Woman and the Promise of Modernity: Signs of Love for the Nation in Korea� New 

Literary History 29 (1998) : 121-134. 
 
Johnsrud, Linda K. �Korean Academic Women: Multiple Roles, Multiple Challenges.� Higher Education 30 

(1995): 17-35. 
 
Karen, E. Rowe, and Kim Byongsuh, �The Rise of Women�s Education in the United States and Korea: A 

Struggle for Educational and Occupational Equality.� Asian Journal of Women�s Studies 3 
(1997): 30-93. 

 
Kwon, Insook. �The New Women�s Movement in 1920s Korea: Rethinking the Relationship between 

Imperialism and Women.� Gender & History 10 (November 1998): 381-405. 
 
Lee, Jieun. �Sinyoseong and the Rise and Fall of New Women.� In Select Papers of the Korean Studies 

Graduate Student Conference 2002, 35-53. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003. 
 
Lee, Kwang-rin. �The Rise of Nationalism in Korea.� Korean Studies 10 (1986): 1-12. 
 
McNamara, Dennis L. �Comparative Colonial Response: Korean and Taiwan.� Korean Studies 10 (1986): 

54-68. 
 
Oh, Bonnie B. �From Three Obediences to Patriotism and Nationalism: Women�s Status in Korea Up To 

1945.� Korea Journal 22 (July 1982): 37-55. 
 
Park, Jihang. �Trailblazers in a Traditional World: Korea�s First Women College Graduates, 1910-1945.� 

Social Science History 14 (Winter 1990): 533-558. 
 



Robinson, Michael E. �Nationalism and the Korean Tradition, 1896-1920: Iconoclasm, Reform, and 
National Identity.� Korean Studies 10 (1986): 35-53. 

 
Shin, Jiwon. �Social Construction of Idealized Images of Women in Colonial Korea: the �New Woman� 

versus �Motherhood�.� In Tamara L. Hunt and Micheline R. Lessard. eds. Women and the 
Colonial Gaze. New York: New York University Press, 2002: 162-173. 

 
Wells, Kenneth M. �The Price of Legitimacy: Women and the Kunuhoe Movement, 1927-1931.� In Shin 

Giwook and Michael Robinson, eds. Colonial Modernity in Korea. Massachusetts: Harvard 
University Press, 1999: 191-220. 

 
Yoo, Theodore Jun. �The New Woman and the Politics of Love, Marriage, and Divorce in Colonial Korea.� 

Gender & History 17 (August 2005): 295-324. 
 
 
Japan-Books 
Bardsley, Jan. trans. The Bluestockings of Japan: New Women Essays and Fiction from Seito, 1911-1916. 

Ann Arbor: Center for Japanese Studies The University of Michigan, 2007. 
 
Beasley, W.G. Japanese Imperialism, 1894-1945. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1987. 
 
Bernstein, Gail Lee. Isami’s House: Three Centuries of a Japanese Family. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 2005.  
 
Fraser, Hugh Mary. A diplomatist�s Wife in Japan. Edited by Hugh Cortazzi. London: Hutchinson and Co., 

1899. Reprint, New York: John Weatherhill Inc., 1982. 
 
Faison, Elyssa. Managing Women: Disciplining labor in Modern Japan. Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 2007 
 
Frühstück, Sabine. Colonizing Sex Sexology and Social Control in Modern Japan. Colonialisms, 4. Berkeley, 

California: University of California Press, 2003. 
 
Fuess, Harald. Divorce in Japan: Family, Gender, and the State, 1600-2000. Stanford, Calif. : Stanford 

University Press, 2004.  
 
Garon, Sheldon M. Molding Japanese Minds: the state in everyday life. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 

University Press, 1997.  
 
Hane, Mikios, ed. Reflections on the Way to the Gallows: Rebel Women in Prewar Japan. California: 



University of California Press, 1988. 
 
Hastings, Sally A. Neighborhood and Nation in Tokyo, 1905-1937. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh 

Press, 1995 
 
Lowy, Dina. The Japanese �New Women�: Images of Gender and Modernity. New Brunswick: Rutgers 

University Press, 2007. 
 
Marshall, Byron K. Learning To Be Modern: Japanese Political Discourse on Education. Boulder: Westview 

Press, 1994. 
 
Myers, Ramon H. and Mark R. Peattie, eds. The Japanese Colonial Empire, 1895-1945. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1984. 
 
Rose, Barbara. Tsuda Umeko And Women’s Education in Japan. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1992 
 
Sato, Barbara Hamill. The New Japanese Woman Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan. Asia-

Pacific. Durham, [N.C.]: Duke University Press, 2003. 
 
Sievers, Sharon L. Flowers in Salt The Beginnings of Feminist Consciousness in Modern Japan. Stanford, 

Calif: Stanford University Press, 1983. 
 
Tanaka, Stefan. Japan's Orient: Rendering Pasts into History. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993. 
 
Tonomura, Hitomi, Anne Walthall, and Wakita Haruko. eds. Women and Class in Japanese History. Ann 

Arbor: Center for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, 1999 
 
Vlastos, Stephen. Mirror of Modernity Invented Traditions of Modern Japan. Twentieth-century Japan, 9. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998. 
 
Yoshimi, Yoshiaki. Comfort Women Sexual Slavery in the Japanese Military During World War II. 

Translated by Suzanne O'Brien. New York: Columbia University Press, 2000. 
 
Uno, Kathleen S. Passages to Modernity Motherhood, Childhood, and Social Reform in Early Twentieth 

Century Japan. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press, 1999. 
 
 
Japan-Articles 
Hastings, Sally A. �Hatoyama Haruko: Ambitious Woman.� In Ann Walthall, ed. The Human Tradition in 

Modern Japan. Wilmington:  A Scholarly Resources Inc., 2002. 



 
Karlin, Jason G. �The Gender of Nationalism: Competing Masculinities in Meiji Japan.� Journal of Japanese 

Studies 28 (Winter 2002): 41-79 
 
Molony, Barbara. �Frameworks of Gender: Feminism and Nationalism in Twentieth-Century Asia.� In 

Teresa A. Meade and Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, eds. A Companion to Gender History. Oxford: 
Blackwell, 2004: 513-139.  

 
Nolte, Sharon H. and Sally Ann Hastings. �The Meiji State�s Policy Toward Women, 1890-1910.� in Gail 

Lee Bernstein, ed. Recreating Japanese women, 1600-1945. Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1991 : 151-174. 

 
-----------. �Women�s Rights and Society�s Needs: Japan�s 1931 Suffrage Bill.� Comparative Studies in 

Society and History 28, No. 4 (Oct, 1986): 690-714. 
 
Reich, Pauline C. and Atsuko Fukuda. �Japan Literary Feminists: The �Seito� Group.� Signs 2, No. 1 

(Autumn, 1976): 280-291. 
 
Walthall, Ann. �From Private to Public Patriarchy: Women, Labor, and the State in East Asia, 1600-1919.� 

In Teresa A. Meade and Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, eds. A Companion to Gender History. Oxford: 
Blackwell, 2004: 444-457.  

 
 

 

 


