
Major Field Reading List 
U.S. Western Expansion 
Tyler Johnson 
 
Goetzmann, William H.  Army Exploration in the American West, 1803-1863.  Lincoln:  
University of Nebraska Press, 1959. 
 
Horsman, Reginald.  Race and Manifest Destiny:  The Origins of American Racial Anglo- 
 Saxonism.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, 1981. 
 
Remini, Robert V.  Andrew Jackson & His Indian Wars.  New York:  Penguin Putnam, Inc.,  
 2001. 
 
May, Robert E.  Manifest Destiny’s Underworld:  Filibustering in Antebellum America.  Chapel 
 Hill:  University of North Carolina Press, 2002. 
 
Johannsen, Robert W.  To the Halls of the Montezumas:  The Mexican War in the American 
 Imagination.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1985. 

 
Perkins, Bradford.  The Cambridge History of American Foreign Relations:  The Creation of a  
 Republican Empire, 1776-1865.  ed. Warren I. Cohen.  New York:  Cambridge  
 University Press, 1993. 
 
Freehling, William W.  The Road to Disunion:  Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854.  New York:   
 Oxford University Press, 1990 
 
Ball, Durwood.  Army Regulars on the Western Frontier, 1848-1861.  Norman:  University of 
 Oklahoma Press, 2001. 
 
Hietala, Thomas R.  Manifest Design:  Anxious Aggrandizement in Late Jacksonian America.   
 Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 1985. 
 
Owsley, Frank Lawrence, Jr. and Gene A. Smith.  Filibusters and Expansionists:  Jeffersonian 
 Manifest Destiny, 1800-1821.  Tuscaloosa:  University of Alabama Press, 1997. 
 
Smith, Henry Nash.  Virgin Land:  The American West as Symbol and Myth.  New York:   
 Vintage Books, 1950. 
 
Billington, Ray Allen.  The Far Western Frontier, 1830-1860.  New York:  Harper & Brothers,  
 Publishers, 1956. 
 
Merk, Frederick and Lois Bannister Merk.  Slavery and the Annexation of Texas.  New York:   
 Alfred A. Knopf, 1972. 
 
Wilson, Major L.  Space Time and Freedom:  The Quest for Nationality and the Irrepressible 
 Conflict, 1815-1861.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 1974. 



 
May, Robert E.  The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861.  Baton Rouge:   

Louisiana State University Press, 1973. 
 
Haynes, Sam W.  James K. Polk and the Expansionist Impulse.  New York:  Addison Wesley 
 Longman, Inc., 2002. 
 
Graebner, Norman A.  Empire on the Pacific:  A Study in American Continental Expansion.   
 New York:  The Roland Press Company, 1955. 
 
Van Alstyne, R. W.  The Rising American Empire.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1960. 
 
Fehrenbacher, Don E.  The Dred Scott Case:  Its Significance in American Law and Politics.   
 New York:  Oxford University Press, 1978. 
 
Horsman, Reginald.  Expansion and American Indian Policy, 1783-1812.  Lansing:  Michigan 
 State University Press, 1967. 
 
Merk, Frederick and Lois Bannister Merk.  Manifest Destiny and Mission in American History:   
 A Reinterpretation.  New York:  Alfred A. Knopf, 1963. 
 
Potter, David M.  The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861.  New York:  Harper & Row, Publishers, 
 1976. 
 
Weinberg, Albert K.  Manifest Destiny:  A Study of Nationalist Expansionism in American  
 History.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins Press, 1935. 
 
Paolino, Ernest N.  The Foundations of the American Empire:  William Henry Seward and U.S.  
 Foreign Policy.  Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 1973. 
 
Morrison, Michael A.  Slavery and the American West:  The Eclipse of Manifest Destiny and the  
 Coming of the Civil War.  Chapel Hill:  University of North Carolina Press, 1997. 
 
Merk, Frederick.  The Monroe Doctrine and American Expansionism, 1843-1849.  New York:   
 Vintage Books, 1966. 
 
Larson, John Lauritz.  Internal Improvement:  National Public Works and the Promise of  
 Popular Government in the Early United States.  Chapel Hill:  University of North 
 Carolina Press, 2001. 
 
Winders, Richard Bruce.  Mr. Polk’s Army:  The American Military Experience in the Mexican  
 War.  College Station:  Texas A&M University Press, 1997. 
 
Foner, Eric.  Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men:  The Ideology of the Republican Party before the  
 Civil War.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 1970. 
 



Coffman, Edward M.  The Old Army:  A Portrait of the American Army in Peacetime, 
1784-1898. New York:  Oxford University Press, 1986. 

 
 
Dowd, Gregory Evans.  A Spirited Resistance:  The North American Indian Struggle for Unity, 

1745-1815. Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. 
 


