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Twentieth-Century Europe: Major Field Bibliography 

Liberty P. Sproat 

 

Rationale: The works included on my book list address both geographical and chronological 

breadth in twentieth-century European history. I have selected the “short 20
th

 century” by 

pinpointing World War I as the beginning of the century, but I have extended the chronological 

scope to address issues of concern in contemporary European society. I include the Soviet Union 

as part of Europe, particularly due to its relevance throughout Europe in the post-WWII period. 

Although my book selections address a variety of approaches to history, I have emphasized 

social history and the “everyday lives” of Europeans, especially women. This social approach 

highlights the tensions and developments in twentieth-century European history and 

demonstrates the application of political and economic policy in the lives of Europeans. I have 

also placed greater weight on interwar and post-WWII histories, comparing and contrasting these 

two time periods while focusing on the pivotal role of peacetime rather than that of war. 

Likewise, the books in my exam list underscore the consistent issues of ethnic diversity and 

tension, social unrest, cultural transformations, and relationships among European states and 

with the world during this century.   

 

20
th

-Century Europe 

Clements, Barbara Evans, Barbara Alpern Engel, and Christine Worobec, Eds. Russia's 

 Women: Accommodation, Resistance, Transformation. Berkeley: University of 

 California Press, 1991. 

Fonseca, Isabel. Bury Me Standing: The Gypsies and Their Journey. New York: Knopf, 1995. 

Fulbrook, Mary. The Divided Nation: A History of Germany 1918-1990. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1992.  

Herzog, Dagmar, ed.  Brutality and Desire: War and Sexuality in Europe’s Twentieth Century.  

Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

Mazower, Mark. Dark Continent: Europe's Twentieth Century. New York: A.A. Knopf, 1999. 

Naimark, Norman. Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe. Cambridge: 

Harvard, 2001. 

Suny, Ronald Grigor. The Soviet Experiment: Russia, the USSR, and the Successor States. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1998. 

Thurlow, Richard C. Fascism in Britain: A History, 1918-1985. Oxford, UK: Blackwell,  1987. 

Vital, David. A People Apart: The Jews in Europe, 1789-1939. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

1999.  

Weitz, Eric D. A Century of Genocide: Utopias of Race and Nation. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 2003.  

Weitz, Eric D. Creating German Communism, 1890-1990. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1997.  

 

World War I and Aftermath 
Audoin-Rouzeau, Stéphane and Annett Becker. 14-18: Understanding the Great War. New 

 York: Hill and Wang, 2003. 

Eksteins, Modris. Rites of Spring: The Great War and the Birth of the Modern Age. New York: 

 Doubleday, 1989.  

Fussell, Paul. The Great War and Modern Memory. London: Oxford University Press, 1975.  
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Kramer, Alan. Dynamic of Destruction: Culture and Mass Killing in the First World War. New 

 York: Oxford, 2009. 

MacMillan, Margaret. Paris 1919: Six Months that Changed the World. New York: 

 Random House, 2001. 

Winter, Jay. Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning: The Great War in European Cultural History. 

Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Theweleit, Klaus. Männerphantasien. Frankfurt am Main: Verlag Roter Stern, 1977. 

 

Interwar Europe 

Allen, William Sheridan. The Nazi Seizure of Power: The Experience of a Single German 

 Town,  1922-1945. Revised ed. New York: Franklin Watts, 1984.  

Berend, Ivan. Decades of Crisis: Central and Eastern Europe before World War II. 

 Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998. 

Bosworth, R. J. B. The Italian Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives in the Interpretation 

 of Mussolini and Fascism. London: Edward Arnold, 1998. 

Childers, Thomas, ed. The Formation of the Nazi Constituency, 1919-1933. London: Croom 

 Helm, 1986. 

Childers, Thomas. The Nazi Voter: The Social Foundations of Fascism in Germany, 1919-1933. 

 Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1983. 

Clements, Barbara Evans. Bolshevik Women. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 

 1997. 

Fitzpatrick, Sheila. Everyday Stalinism: Ordinary Life in Extraordinary Times : Soviet Russia in 

the 1930s. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

Fitzpatrick, Sheila. The Russian Revolution. Oxford [Oxfordshire]: Oxford University Press, 

1982. 

Fitzpatrick, Sheila. Stalin's Peasants: Resistance and Survival in the Russian Village After 

Collectivization. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994. 

Fritzsche, Peter. Germans into Nazis. Cambridge: Harvard, 1999. 

Ginzburg, Evgeniia Semenovna. Journey into the Whirlwind. New York: Harcourt, Brace 

 & World, 1967. 

Kershaw, Ian. The Nazi Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation. London: E. 

Arnold, 1985. 

Koonz, Claudia. Mothers in the Fatherland: Women, the Family, and Nazi Politics. New York: 

St. Martin’s Press, 1987.  

Petro, Patrice. Joyless Streets: Women and Melodramatic Representation in Weimar Germany. 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1989. 

Peukert, Detlev J.K. The Weimar Republic: The Crisis of Classical Modernity. Translated by 

Richard Deveson. New York: Hill and Wang, 1987.  

Preston, Paul. The Spanish Civil War, 1936-39. Revised Edition. New York: W.W. Norton and 

 Company, 2006.  

Rosenberg, Clifford. Policing Paris: The Origins of Modern Immigration Control between the 

 Wars. Ithaca: Cornell, 2006. 

Snowden, Frank M. The Fascist Revolution in Tuscany, 1919-1922. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1989.   

Stephenson, Jill. Women in Nazi Germany. London: Pearson Education, 2001.  
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Sternhell, Zeev, Mario Sznajder, and Maia Asheri. The Birth of Fascist Ideology: From Cultural 

Rebellion to Political Revolution. Translated by David Maisel. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, 1994.  

Stites, Richard. The Women’s Liberation Movement in Russia: Feminism, Nihilism, and 

Bolshevism, 1860-1930. Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1978. 

Von Ankum, Katharina, Ed. Women in the Metropolis: Gender and Modernity in Weimar 

 Culture. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997.  

Ward, Janet. Weimar Surfaces: Urban Visual Culture in 1920s Germany. Berkeley: University 

of California Press, 2001. 

Weber, Eugen. The Hollow Years: France in the 1930s. New York: Norton, 1995. 

 

World War II Europe 

Browning, Christopher R. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final 

 Solution in Poland. New York: HarperPerennial, 1998. 

Cazorla Sánchez, Antonio. Fear and Progress: Ordinary Lives in Franco's Spain, 1939-1975. 

Chichester, U.K.: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. 

Foray, Jennifer L. Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2011. 

Friedländer, Saul. Nazi Germany and the Jews, 1933-1945: Abridged Edition. New York: Harper 

Perennial, 2009. 

Goldhagen, Daniel Jonah. Hitler’s Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust. 

New York: Vintage Books, 1996.   

Mazower, Mark. Hitler's Empire: How the Nazis Ruled Europe. New York: Penguin Press, 2008. 

Steinberg, Jonathan. All or Nothing: The Axis and the Holocaust 1941-1943. London: Routledge, 

2002. 

Vinen, Richard. The Unfree French: Life Under the Occupation. New Haven: Yale, 2006.  

 

Postwar Europe 

Betts, Paul. Within Walls: Private Life in the German Democratic Republic. New York:  Oxford 

 University Press, 2010. 

Blair, Alasdair. The European Union Since 1945. 2
nd

 Edition. Harlow, UK: Pearson,  2010. 

Bowen, John R. Why the French Don’t Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007.  

Buruma, Ian. Murder in Amsterdam: The Death of Theo van Gogh and the Limits of Tolerance. 

New York: Penguin, 2006. 

Connelly, Matthew James. A Diplomatic Revolution: Algeria's Fight for Independence and the 

Origins of the Post-Cold War Era. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002. 

de Grazia, Victoria. Irresistible Empire: America’s Advance through Twentieth-Century Europe. 

Cambridge: Harvard/Belknap, 2005.  

 ra uli , Slaven a. How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed. London:  Hutchinson, 

 1992. 

Fursenko, Aleksandr and Timonthy Naftali. Khrushchev’s Cold War: The Inside Story of an 

American Adversary. New York: Norton, 2006. 

Garton Ash, Timothy. The Magic Lantern: The Revolution of ’89 Witnessed in Warsaw, 

Budapest, Berlin and Prague. New York: Vintage Books, 1999.  
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Gati, Charles. Failed Illusions: Moscow, Washington, Budapest, and the 1956 Hungarian Revolt. 

Washington D.C.: Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 2006.  

Gray, William Glenn. Germany's Cold War: The Global Campaign to Isolate East Germany, 

1949-1969. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003.  

Heineman, Elizabeth. What Difference Does a Husband Make? Women and Marital Status in 

Nazi and Postwar Germany. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999.  

Herf, Jeffrey. Divided Memory: The Nazi Past in the Two Germanys. Cambridge, MA: Harvard 

University Press, 1997.  

Herzog, Dagmar. Sex After Fascism: Memory and Morality in Twentieth-Century Germany. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005.  

Hitchcock, William I. The Struggle for Europe: The Turbulent History of a Divided Continent, 

1945 to the Present. New York: Anchor Books, 2004.  

Judt, Tony. Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945. New York: Penguin, 2005. 

Kemp-Welch, Anthony. Poland under Communism: A Cold War History. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2008.  

Klimke, Martin, and Joachim Scharloth, Eds. 1968 in Europe: A History of Protest and 

 Activism, 1956-1977. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 

Klimke, Martin. The Other Alliance: Student Protest in West Germany and the United States in 

the Global Sixties. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010.  

Kotkin, Stephen. Armageddon Averted: The Soviet Collapse 1970-2000. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2001.  

Kotkin, Stephen, and Jan Tomasz Gross. Uncivil Society: 1989 and the Implosion of the 

 Communist Establishment. New York: Modern Library, 2009. 

Kuisel, Richard. Seducing the French: The Dilemma of Americanization. Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1993.  

Laqueur, Walter. The Last Days of Europe: Epitaph for an Old Continent. New York: Thomas 

Dunne Books, 2007. 

Maier, Charles S. Dissolution: The Crisis of Communism and the End of East Germany. 

Cambridge: Harvard, 1995. 

Marwick, Arthur. British Society Since 1945. London: Penguin, 2003. 4
th

 Edition. First was 

1982.  

Pinder, John and Simon Usherwood. The European Union: A Very Short Introduction. 2
nd

 

Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007. 

Poiger, Uta. Jazz, Rock, and Rebels: Cold War Politics and American Culture in a Divided 

Germany. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2000. 

Putnam, Robert D., Robert Leonardi, and Raffaella Nanetti. Making Democracy Work:  Civic 

 Traditions in Modern Italy. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,  1993. 

Rousso, Henry. The Vichy Syndrome: History and Memory in France since 1944. Translated by 

Arthur Goldhammer. Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 1994. [Original 

French 1987] 

Sandbrook, Dominic. White Heat: A History of Britain in the Swinging Sixties. London: Little, 

Brown Group, 2006. 

Scott, Joan Wallach. The Politics of the Veil. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007. 

Shepard, Todd. The Invention of Decolonization: The Algerian War and the Remaking of France. 

Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2006. 
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Varon, Jeremy. Bringing the War Home: The Weather Underground, the Red Army Faction, and 

Revolutionary Violence in the Sixties and Seventies. Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 2004. 

Zahra, Tara. The Lost Children: Reconstructing Europe’s Families after World War II. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2011.  

Zatlin, Jonathan. The Currency of Socialism: Money and Political Culture in East Germany. 

New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007.  

Zubok, Vladislav M. A Failed Empire: The Soviet Union in the Cold War from Stalin to 

Gorbachev. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008.  

 

 


