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some skeptics, however, Hoyle argued that non-Muslim sources were often very 
supportive of the Islamic narrative.   
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the fourteenth century.   UGRL 909.0976710072 K526a 1994 

 



Noth, Albrecht.  The Early Arabic Historical Tradition:  A Source-critical Study.  
Lawrence Conrad ed.  Princeton, NJ:  Darwin Press, 1994.  Though  this is a more 
recent addition, Noth’s book sparked the historiographical debate over 
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Economic History 
By examining economic history, this section seeks to give historical impetus to events 
and transitions in the Islamic world from a source outside of the religious realm.  While 
“traditional” economic sources have been used, an attempt has also been made to engage 
newer fields of inquiry including agriculture and the environment. 
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Urbanism 
Urbanism can be an important insight into various other methods of “doing” history.  
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just as important in understanding the functioning of historical cities. 
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Bosworth, “The city of Tarsus and the Arab-Byzantine frontiers in early and middle 
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Transformation and Frontiers 
This section seeks to examine how the Early Islamic world rose in its historical and 
geopolitical contexts.  Just as the medieval West was a series of successor states to Rome, 
so too, the Early Islamic state was a successor society to Rome and Persia.  The 
transformation of this world, and its relations with its neighbors is the core of this 
investigation.  Byzantium has been singled out, but other neighbors such as Armenia and 
India may be included if thought necessary.   
 
Bligh-Abramski, “Evolution versus Revolution:  Umayad Elements in the Abbasid 

Regime 133/750-320/932”,   Der Islam 65 (1988) 226-43.  This important article 
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