24th Annual Symposium on African American Culture & Philosophy
(Re)Visioning the Black Caribbean: Spaces, Places, & Voices

November 6-8, 2008
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5

TIME



LOCATION
5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION

STEWART CENTER,  

6:30 – 9:00 p.m.

LAFAYETTE ROOM, Memorial Union





Meet and Greet Wine Reception

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6

TIME



LOCATION



9:00 – 10:15 a.m.


STEWART CENTER

Plenary I

Dr. Carole Boyce Davies, Cornell University

Introduction: 

10:30 – 11:45 a.m.

STEWART CENTER

(Re) Visioning the Literary World of Dionne Brand

Chair: 

Antonio Tillis, Purdue University

“Woman, Black, Caribbean Canadian, Lesbian: Finding and Performing the Selves in the Poetry of Dionne Brand”

Sandra Regina Goulart Almeida, Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Brazil (CNPq, Fapemig)

“Cosmopolitan Fictions: Dionne Brand’s Global Villages”

Leila A. Harris, Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro, Brasil

“Temporary, Volatile: The Diasporic Subject in Dionne Brand’s Short Fiction” 

12:00 – 1:15 p.m.


LUNCH: OPEN
1:30 – 2:45 p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Linguistic Understandings of Anglophone Caribbean Texts

Chair:

Shaun F. D. Hughes, Purdue University

“Colonial Banditry through Postcolonial Eyes: The Harder They Come and Apata”
José dos Santos, Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais

“Derek Walcott and the Tradition of Poetic Diction: Conflicts and Negotiations”

Scott Curtis, University of Utah

“No Quiet Is Permitted Me”: Communicative Alienation in Equiano’s Interesting Narrative”
1:30 – 2:45
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Interrogating Space and Place: Haiti, Hispaniola and Caribbeanness

Chair:

H. Adlai Murdoch, University of Illinois

“Diasporic Writing and the Expansion of Caribbeanness”

David Brand, York University, Toronto

“Tragedy in the Haitian Revolution”

Marveta Ryan, University of Pennsylvania

“Our Grandfathers, the Indians”:  Haiti Envisioned through the Indigenous Past”

Monica G. Ayuso, California State University, Bakersfield

“How lucky for you that your tongue can taste the ‘r’ in ‘parsley’: Trauma Theory and the Literature of Hispaniola”

3:00 – 4:15
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

(Re) Examining Caribbean Female Voices, Roles and Identities

Chair:

Tammy L. Brown, Lehman College

“Omowale: Daughter Returned Home Performing Afro-centricity and Mutual Cultural Respect, 1940-1980”

Chezia Thompson Cager, Maryland Institute College

“Mothering the Patriarchy: Resistance and Acculturation in the Plays of Jamaican Playwright-Cicely Waite-Smith”

Jerome Teelucksingh, University of the West Indies, Trinidad

“A Female Leader in Slavery: Dionne Brand’s Literary Representation of Caribbean Slavery>”

Alita Balbi, Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Brasil

“Visions of Family and Tradition In Dionne Brand’s Writing”
4:30 – 5:45
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Dual Identities in Haiti, Cuba and the United States: Racial, Cultural, Legal 

and Spiritual Identities that Cross and Re-Cross Borders

Chair: David Akbar Gilliam, DePaul University

Maryse Nazon, Chicago State University

“The Social, Psychological and Spiritual Protective Forces of Haitian Voodoo”

David Akbar Gilliam, DePaul University

“The Maids of Havana by Pedro Pérez Sarduy: Explicit and Implicit Parallels Between Peoples of African Descent in Cuba and the United States”

Bonita Berryman-Gilliam, University of Phoenix

“Free-Born: Early African American Residents of Washington County, Pennsylvania, from the Colonial Period to the Civil War”

4:30 – 5:45
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Religion, Radicalism and Reform in Caribbean Male Thought

Chair:

“Olai Ayatuallah (aka Tracy Keith Flemming), University of Michigan-Ann Arbor

Self-Writing: Islamic Theory, Practice, and Travel in the Pan-African Imagination of Reverend Edward Wilmot Blyden, 1832-1912”

Sekhmet Ra Em Kht Maat, University of Nebraska

“Remembering Asar: An Argument for the Authenticity of Haile Selassie I as Divine Within RasrafarI Thought”

Cornelius L. Bynum, Purdue University 

“Richard B. Moore and the Impact of West Indian Radicals in Harlem During the Renaissance”

7:00 p.m.



KEYNOTE ADDRESS

DR. MYRIAM CHANCY

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 7

TIME



LOCATION



9:00 – 10:15 a.m.


STEWART CENTER

Plenary II

Dr. William Luis, Vanderbilt University

Introduction: 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.

STEWART CENTER

Locating and Voicing Self in Spanish Caribbean Literature

Chair:

Dawn Stinchcomb, Purdue University

“Transience, Sexual Ambiguity, and the Black Aphrodite in Contemporary Caribbean Literature”

Aida Heredia, Connecticut College

“Afro-Dominican Women: Official Absence and Potential Presence"

Sonja S. Watson, University of Texas at Arlington

“(Re)Visioning Afro-Panamanian Literature: Reading Afropanameñidad from Both Sides of the Atlantic"

12:00 – 1:15 p.m.

LUNCH: WEST FACULTY LOUNGE



1:30 – 2:45 p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Afro-Cuba: Issues of Cultural Visibility and Resistance

Chair:

Akassi Animan Clément, Howard University

“The Laws of Cuatro Piso or Laws of the Inaudible Black Choices in Caribbean Identities”

Emmanuel Harris II, University of North Carolina Wilmington

“Cuba's Inés María Martiatu and the Sounds of Blackness in Sobre las olas”

Thomas F. Anderson, University of Notre Dame

“Long live the Conga!: Afro-Cuban Culture and Social Hypocrisy in the Poetry of Felix B. Caignet”

1:30 – 2:45
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Blackness and Belonging in Contemporary Dominican and Puerto Rican Narratives

Chair: Virginia Nun Halloran, Indiana University

Laila Amine, Indiana University

“The Hazards of Lineage: Race-ing the Caribbean Diaspora in Loida Maritza Pérez’s Geographies of Home”
Virginia Arreola, Indiana University

“Performative Utterances: The Creation of a New Trans Identity in The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao”
Ed Chamberlain, Indiana University

“Filmmaking as Activism: Blackness, Puerto Rico and Sexuality in Negrón-Mutaner’s Brincando el Charco”
Virginia Nun Halloran, Indiana University

“Isabel La Negra: Desire and Power in Mayra Santos Febres’ Nuestra Señora de la Noche”
3:00 – 4:15
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Querying Identity and National Belonging

Chair:

Hazel Pierre, University of Houston

“Ethnicity’, Caribbean Nation Spaces and Cultural Identity”

Cadence Wynter, Ph.D., Columbia College Chicago

“Diasporic Identities: From West Indian to Black British” 

Allison N. Sinanan, The Richard Stockton College of New Jersey

“Finding One’s Self and Identity”

Thomas Glave, Massachusetts Institute of Technology"?
“Why a “Queer” Caribbean Anthology, and Why Now?”

3:00 – 4:15
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Merchandizing Haiti: Globalization, Foreign and Domestic Policy and Politics

Chair:

Karen Salt, Purdue University

“Internationalizing Brand Haiti”

Marc Scarcelli, University of California, Davis

“The Trouble with ‘Boat People’: Haitians, State Failure, & US Policy”

Martina Jauch, Purdue University

“Anna Seghers' Seductive But Impotent Haitian Politics”

4:30 – 5:45
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

Lyrics in Motion: Globalizing Caribbean Music and Carnivals

Chair:

Tomiko Ballantyne, Princeton University

“Caribbean Carnivals in the Diaspora, 1958-1985: Toronto’s Caribana Festival”

Amoaba Gooden, Kent State University

“The African Aesthetic in the Globalization of Reggae Music”

Ekeama Goddard, Purdue University

“The Role of Caribbean Soca on the U.S.”

4:30 – 5:45
p.m.


STEWART CENTER

(Re) Membering Slavery in French Caribbean Con(texts)

Chair:

Karol K. Weaver, Susquehanna University

“Surgery and Slavery in the French Caribbean”

Josh Brewer, Purdue University

“Robert Wedderburn's African-Satanic Hermeneutic as Creole Abolitionism”

Georgene Bess Montgomery, Clark Atlanta University

“The Spirit and the Word:  A Theory of Spirituality in Edouard Glissant’s The Ripening”
7:00 – 10:00 p.m.


STEWART CENTER

INFORMAL RECEPTION

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8

TIME



LOCATION



9:00 – 10:15 a.m.


STEWART CENTER

PLENARY III

Dr. Françoise Lionnet, UCLA

Introduction: 
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.

STEWART CENTER

(Re) Visioning Home: Diaspora, Community, and Identity in the French Caribbean

Chair: Flore Zéphir, University of Missouri, Columbia

Mamadou Badiane, University of Missouri, Columbia

“Identity Conflicts in Martinique: From Négritude to Créolité”

Flore Zéphir, University of Missouri, Columbia

“Revisioning the Notion of Home in the Works of Selected Women Writers of the Haitian Diaspora”

Valerie Kaussen, University of Missouri, Columbia

“The Invisible Threads that Bind: Local Space/Universal Subjects in Simone Schwartz-Bart’s Pluie et vent sur Telumée Miracle”
10:30 – 11:45 a.m.

STEWART CENTER

Locating Woman’s Space and Place in Caribbean Literature

Chair:

Wilson C. Chen, Benedictine University

“Caribbean Daughters of the Diaspora: From Paule Marshall to Edwidge Danticant”

Lynette D. Myles, Arizona State University

“Conceptualizing Places and Spaces of Consciousness for Black Female Subjectivity in Paule Marshall’s Praisesong for the Widow and Octavia Butler’s Kindred”
Paulette Ramsay, University of the West Indies, Mona

“A Big Small Space: Reshaping Caribbean Culture and Political Spaces, Creating New Legacies”

Tosha Sampson-Choma, University of Nebraska at Lincoln

“…everyone should know where they come from”: Voiceless and Occupying Space Without a Concept of Place in Andrea Levy’s, Fruit of the Lemon”

12:00 – 1:15 p.m.


CLOSING
PAGE  
1

