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Research Leave Proposal – For PhD Students

Contingent on available resources, PhD students in good standing may be able to enroll for research leave at one-of-four semester timepoints during their program (see below). The research leave takes the place of teaching one course during that semester, allowing the student to devote a significant amount of time to their research. The student must pursue their own line of research and be supervised by a faculty member.  The student must register for no fewer than 6 research credits of COM 699.  The supervising faculty member will provide guidance throughout the research leave and ultimately assign a grade of satisfactory/unsatisfactory at the end of the semester.  
It is expected that the student will take this research leave to develop and carry out their own independent research project(s) (e.g., completing their preliminary paper, conducting pilot studies for their dissertation, completing their dissertation prospectus). 
At the conclusion of the research leave (i.e., last week of the semester), the student must submit a summary (no more than 2-pages) to the Director of Graduate Studies detailing their research accomplishments during their leave. In the semester following their research leave, the student will be required to present their research project(s) to the Lamb School via a brown-bag colloquium coordinated by the Director of Graduate Studies. 
If a student does not submit their research summary and present their research to the Lamb School at a colloquium, they will be ineligible for summer teaching opportunities during the remainder of their program.
Please return this completed form to Mary Roe (roem@purdue.edu) and CC Evan Perrault (eperraul@purdue.edu).

The deadline for submitting a proposal for research leave consideration is October 1 for Spring semester leaves and February 1 for Fall semester leaves. 
To accommodate the Lamb School teaching schedule, no more than 3 PhD students will be approved for research leave in any one semester. Requests will be considered on a first-come, first-served basis.  If a student's request is not granted for their preferred semester, the student can reapply for a research leave in a subsequent semester. 


What semester are applying for leave (circle one):        	Spring of 2nd year		Fall of 3rd year

Spring of 3rd year		Fall of 4th year

1. Please provide a brief description of the project you plan to undertake with your leave:








2. Please provide a timeline/deliverables for completing this project:









Student’s Name: _______________________________________     Date: _______________



Student’s Signature: ____________________________________



Adviser’s Name & Signature: _________________________________________________________



Supporting Faculty Member’s
Name & Signature (if different from adviser): ____________________________________________
BRIAN LAMB SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION, COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Beering Hall of Liberal Arts and Education
100 N. University Street, Room 2114, West Lafayette, IN, 47907-2098
Main Office: 765-494-3429     Website:  cla.purdue.edu/communication
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